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You’ll never catch me saying
that public-service broadcast-
ing should be a charity case, but
I can reveal what my collabora-
tors and I have modestly
dubbed The Ultimate News
Quiz, and which will be chaired
by Jeremy Paxman, with Kay
Burley, Mark Austin, Kirsty
Young, Ed Stourton and many
other luminaries of the news
world. I’m not sure what the
collective noun for a group of
newshounds, should be – per-
haps a “package” or “expense”
- anyway, they’ll all be there.

Last time we organised a
news quiz we asked Alastair
Campbell to be the quizmaster,
and I don’t think it would be
spinning in any way to report
that he rather enjoyed getting
his own back on political editors
like Adam Boulton, Nick Robin-
son, and Andrew Marr. In fact
he positively punished them
with zeal – all strictly in the
name of charity, you under-
stand. Edwina Currie was cast
as our scorekeeper, leading to
unseemly but wholly justified
accusations of bias.

So this time round will
Jeremy Paxman adopt the stern
but understandingUniversity
Challenge approach, or opt for
more of aNewsnightgrilling?
The only subtle hint that he’s
prepared to drop is to observe
that, “never before in the field
of human quizzing have so
many bigheads pretended to
know all the answers”.

It should be a lively night,
providing, of course, that
there’s no real news, as the
event’s rather more diplomatic
organiser Martha Kearney
points out. “It’s great that all
these top news people are will-
ing to put their knowledge to
the test… I only hope there isn’t
a massive story on the night.”

If you are interested in being
Paxo-ed, The Ultimate News
Quiz is on 19 January at
Bloomberg’s HQ in the City of
London. Seats next to some of
Britain’s most famous bigheads
are available at www.
theultimatenewsquiz.com.
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